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Dear St. Thomas Parishioners:

Greetings from the Archdiocese of Cape Coast, Ghana.

I can hardly believe that it has been two months since I left Camas. However, I
departed the shores of the United States on July 24, after a week’s visit with my
cousin Cecilia and her husband Francis Mensah in Gaithersburg, Maryland.

My flight was to be airborne on July 23, at 11:00 p.m. EST, but at the last
minute, when all the travelers were onboard, we received a disappointing mes-
sage stating that the autopilot was malfunctioning. The mechanics promised it
would be rectified quickly so that we could board on time. Unfortunately, we
were soon informed that arrangements were being made for us to spend the
night in a hotel, as the flight would take place the next day.

On July 24, we took off after another thirty-minute delay due to bad weath-
er and a thunderstorm on the flight path. You can imagine the queue of aircrafts
waiting to take off. A sigh of relief came when it was announced that our plane
had been cleared and given first priority.

Ten and a half hours later, we touched down at 1:30 pm. Ghana time. I was
expecting warm weather, but to my surprise it was much cooler than what I had
experienced in Gaithersburg. Today the weather remains pretty much the same.
On a more serious note, I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to all at
St. Thomas for their love and generosity which enabled me to minister God'’s
loving people there as well as Star of the Sea Parish—from the office staff down
to the last person sitting in the pew, including the Mother Theresa Group.

I have wanted to share good news relative to the container holding all the
gifts and donations from generous, loving Catholics and people
of Camas. All this time, however, I had no clue when the con-
tainer would actually arrive. With guarded confidence, I can
now say that it should arrive at the port on September 24.

Once again my appreciation goes out to all whose contribu-
tion and involvement helped to make this drive a success. I am
indebted to everyone who sorted, resorted and boxed donated
items, especially the youth. Thank you goes to the packing and
loading crew spearheaded by Bill Wallace and Joe Myers, supported by the
Kuzis’ boys. To my brothers, the Knights for augmenting the packing crew—
thank you.

A huge expression of my appreciation goes to Bill Wallace, who spent in-
credible hours researching, negotiating with the shipping broker, arranging and
finally seeing to the proper transporting of the container to the terminal. For
the last two months he has been in constant communication with the broker to
ensure the safe arrival of the container.

My Archbishop has me assigned to the property and construction depart-
ment with the Estate Manager of the Archdiocese of Cape Coast. In addition, he
has assigned me to care for the Mission Church. I have yet to visit the Catholic
community there pending the confirmation of the appointment date.

Pray for me to do well in my new ministry as I pray for you and your fami-

lies.
Stay blessed,
Father Gillette

New Translation of the Mass

There are many changes in this new
translation of the Mass. Sometimes it
will be an entire prayer or response, other
times it will only involve a word here or
there.

The first change that you will notice
in the New Translation of the Mass is the
opening dialogue between the Priest and
the People, and every other time the
priest sings/says “The Lord be with you.”
The current response is “And also with
you.” While there is nothing wrong with
this greeting as far as it goes, it does not
coincide with the Latin words of the
Mass, and does not go far enough to con-
vey the reality of what is happening dur-
ing the Mass.

The New Translation will be
changed in a small but familiar way. The
new response is “And with your Spirit.”
Why is this change significant? Because
it more clearly communicates that this is
not just a greeting between one person
and a group of people. Rather it is a
greeting that addresses Christ who is at
the heart of the Mass. In other words, the
people are saying in their response that
Christ as head of the Church is the head
of the liturgical assembly, no matter who
the particular priest celebrant might be.
That is a statement of faith, a statement
distorted by transforming it into an ex-
change of personal greetings.

The Priest stands in for Christ and
acts in persona Christi capitis but it is
really Christ who leads the Mass and of-
fers prayers and sacrifice to God His
Heavenly Father on our behalf. As Nar-
sai of Nisibis said in the 5" century, “In
responding, ‘And with your spirit,” the
congregation call ‘spirit’ not the soul
which is in the priest, but the Spirit which
the priest has received by the laying on of
the hands. By the laying on of hands the
priest receives the power of the Spirit that

(Continued on page 2)




Liturgy

“Music Notes”

On Oct. 5 we had a very successful
coffee hour. We are grateful to all of
those who generously contributed to our
fundraising efforts. A special thank you
goes to Debbie Wilmott for spending the
entire morning with us in the kitchen.
We would also like to thank Elodia
Mero, Colin Holmes, Susan and Brianna
Cloutier and Debbie Wilmott for the
home baked goodies. What a delicious
treat! We will be hosting again in March
2012 and we are looking forward to it.

On Sat., Nov. 5, we will be holding
our first Sacred Music Retreat. We will
begin in the church at 8:30 am by sing-
ing morning prayers. After Mass and
breakfast, we will spend the greater part
of the day reflecting on and praying
about our role as musicians in the
Church. We will pray a holy hour to-
gether, have a nice lunch and listen to a
reflection from Fr. Oakland. Registra-
tion forms will be available on-line. The
cost for the day, which ends at 3pm, is
$20. Anyone with a love for sacred mu-
sic is welcome to register.

Our annual performance at the
Grotto will be on Sunday, Dec. 18 at
7:00pm. This is a fun way to really get
into the spirit of Advent. We are busy
preparing a variety of sacred music that
spans the Advent/Christmas/Epiphany
seasons. Some of our musicians are pre-
paring solo pieces, as well. We hope to
see you there. The concert will be re-
peated on Epiphany Sun., Jan. 8, 2012 at
3:00pm at St. Thomas.

From time to time I am asked why
we sing certain hymns at Mass. We try
very hard to cover a broad range of
hymns from the St. Michael hymnal.
Some are more familiar than others but
because of their form, they are usually
easy to pick up after you’ve heard them
a few times. It is very important that the
music selected for the Holy Sacrifice of
the Mass is worthy of the event for
which it is chosen. A great amount of
effort is put into selecting hymns that
properly reflect our Catholic faith. As
the Latin saying goes, “Lex orandi, lex
credendi.” How we pray reflects what

(New Translation of the Mass continued from page 1)
thereby he may be able to carry out the divine mysteries.”

This exchange of greetings is used at key parts of the Mass. It is used as the
Mass begins and the priest prepares to celebrate the Mass. It is used before the
priest proclaims the Gospel. It is used before the priest begins the Eucharistic
Prayer, by which the Body and Blood Christ will become present. It is used before
giving the final blessing. Each of these is a particularly priestly function — a share
in the life of Christ. And so the Liturgy highlights this through the response “And
with your Spirit.”

The second noticeable change to the People’s parts comes during the Confite-
or, in which we confess our sins.

Current Translation New Translation

I confess to Almighty God, I confess to almighty God

and to your my brothers and sisters, ~and to you, my brothers and sisters,

that I have sinned that I have greatly sinned

[All strike their breast] in my thoughts and in my words,

through my own fault, in what I have done

in my thoughts and in my words, and in what I have failed to do,

in what I have done, [All strike their breast]

and in what I have failed to do; through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;

and I ask blessed Mary, ever virgin, therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,

all the angels and saints, all the Angels and Saints,

and you, my brothers and sisters, and you, my brothers and sisters,

to pray for me to the Lord our God.  to pray for me to the Lord our God.

The changes in the Confiteor are once again fairly minor, but significant. The
first is the addition of the word greatly which was omitted in the current transla-
tion. Our sin is a great offense against God, and separates us from His love and
grace, and so we echo David’s words from 1 Chronicles 21. Some sin is so great,
is so deadly, is so mortal, that it can only be forgiven in the Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation. Sin not only affects our relationship with God, but also with the Church,
one another, and all of Creation.

Our culture has lost the sense of sin and responsibility. Yet if we are to enter
into the Mass and be in communion with God, we must humbly acknowledge our
own faults and failings. The New Translation restores the triple mea culpa, and as
has always been the practice in the Church, we strike our breast (only once) as
we admit that fault.

In speaking of this gesture, Pope Benedict wrote that “we point not at some-
one else but at ourselves as the guilty party, [which] remains a meaningful gesture
of prayer. ... When we say mea culpa (through my fault), we turn, so to speak, to
ourselves, to our own front door, and thus we are able rightly to ask forgiveness of
God, the saints, and the people gathered around us, whom we have wronged.”

“May almighty God have mercy on us and lead us, with our sins forgiven, into
eternal life.” (New Translation of prayer following Confiteor) (New Translation

(Continued on page 3)

we believe. There are certain criteria for hymns sung at Mass. For instance,
the Church strongly discourages songs in the voice of God as well as hymns
that do not correctly reflect the Trinitarian nature of our faith. The bottom line
is that it is about the text, not the tune.

If you are interested in joining the St. Thomas music program, please
email Kristin Yoshimura at kristin@stthomascamas.org or call 834.2126, ext.
212.
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Our Lady Star of the Sea Catholic Church

News from our Mission

http://www.ourladystarofthesea.org starofthesea@saw.net

Summa Articles: Meghan Mac-Rhyann @ Moml ovesLacey@gorge.net

the bubonic plague gave many
people reason to be very con-
cerned with the afterlife. Artists
worked hard to remind people of
their mortality and often painted
scenes where the devil led long
chains of people, including church

Reclaiming Halloween

We’ve all heard it: “Halloween is a
pagan rite dating back to the Celtic harvest
festival of Sambhain, but that is absolutely
NOT the truth! Halloween, the name itself
coming from the old English words,
“Hallow” (meaning consecrated to God,
and “Even”, meaning evening is the vigil leaders, kings, peasants and lepers,

before All Saints Day and it’s TOTALLY into the tomb. Sometimgs these
Catholic! scenes were presented live on All

Souls Day with people dressing up
in the garb of various levels of
society and acting out their part.

Finally, England had a “penal
period” from the 1500-1700s,
where being Catholic was severely
punished and offering Mass was a
capital offense that cost many
priests their life. During this time,
a Catholic resister named Guy
Fawkes, participated in a plot to
blow up parliament and kill the
Protestant King James I, in hopes
of freeing Catholics from govern-
ment burdens. On Nov. 5, 1605,
he was discovered, tortured and
later hanged, but the day the plot
was foiled became a celebration in
all of England.

Puritans couldn’t resist anoth-
er chance to harass the Faithful,
and bands of Guy Fawkes Day
revelers would put on masks and
visit local Catho-
lics in the dead of
night demanding
beer and cakes for
their celebration of
the now dead
Catholic. This

It is true that ancient Celts celebrated
a harvest festival called Samhain on Nov.
1, and it is true that early Catholics often
“baptized” local festivals to give new con-
verts reasons to still celebrate but now for
a Christian purpose, but that’s NOT what
happened with Halloween.

The earliest church tried to celebrate
every martyr with a special solemnity on
the anniversary of their martyrdom but, as
that list began to grow, they realized they
needed a special day set aside to venerate
ALL of these holy people. Around the
year 400, this day was set as the Sunday
after Pentecost and it remained there until
hundreds of years later when Pope Grego-
ry III (731-741) consecrated a chapel in
the Basilica of St. Peter to all the saints
and thus, moved All Saints Day to No-
vember 1st. Pope Gregory IV (827-844)
extended the celebration to the Universal
Church by making it a Holy Day of Obli-
gation, currently abrogated or temporarily
waived in the United States.

So, where do we get all the traditions?
Well, it seems it was the “melting pot” of
America that created most of them. First,
in 998, St. Odilo set aside Nov. 2 to honor
all souls and it’s believed that among Irish
Catholic peasants there was some fear that
since we had a day to honor the souls in practice gave birth
heaven and one for those in purgatory, to the term, “Trick
maybe the souls in hell would make trou- or Treat”. )
ble, so they began a strange custom of It was in
banging pots on All Hallow’s Even to as- America that all of these customs

sure the damned they weren’t forgotten morphed together to become what
either. we now call “Halloween”: the

English’s Nov. 5, celebration of
Guy Fawkes day with its demands

Secondly, it was common for poor
people to go door to door on Hallowmas,
All Saints Day, and beg for food in ex- for treats, the French masquerade,
change for prayers for the dead on All the Irish pot banging and worrying
Souls Day. 15

Third, in 14™ and 15™ century France,

about the damned.

The dark side crept into the day
starting with the greeting card industry in
the late 1800’s when some ill-informed
folklorist added witches and black cats
and other dark sym-

bols. Of course, the
evil side has just con-
tinued to grow but
the original intention
of this vigil is to
HONOR the saints!
Let us reclaim our
vigil!!

This year I en- o =

couraged you to have
a REAL Halloween party and require
saint costumes or at least block evil cos-
tumes. Let’s bring this day back to Jesus
and those who have served Him well.

Be creative with your games, such as
bobbing for apples being called the
“Martyrs dunk”.

Let’s try to find a balance between
the modern fun parts of Halloween—the
merrymaking and candy and even some
ghoulishness, and the real Catholic rea-
sons for this day. My daughter used to
go “Trick or Treating” but in her saint
costumes. Over several years, she took
Saints Francis of Assisi, Mother Cabrini
and Mother Seton door to door right next
to the evil costumes of other children.
That’s what we are called to be, the per-
son carrying the Light in the middle of a
dark world.

Use this day as a reason to tell the
truth about the Saints—really dig into
your saint books! If you dispense candy,
attach a note to it that says, “Jesus is the
light of the word...do not be afraid!”
There is a worldwide movement to bring
this day back to its REAL roots. Check
out this website for inspiration: www.
nightoflight.org and let’s be the first to
bring the movement to America!
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Finances

Give Your Vehicle
Another Spin

St. Thomas Aquinas is partner-
ing with Volunteers of America, Ore-
gon in a mutually beneficial Vehicle
Donation Program. We would like
all of our parishioners to know about
the program just in case you might
have a vehicle that you were consid-
ering donating.

Regardless of the condition of
your vehicle, your donation will pro-
vide St. Thomas additional income,
while helping accomplish the mis-
sion of Volunteers of America in
many vital community social service
programs. It is truly a win-win part-
nership. You, as the donor, will
receive contribution information for
tax purposes from Volunteers of
America and you may be able to ben-
efit from a tax write-off for your do-
nation.

Volunteers of America will ac-
cept vehicles running or not (some
modest restrictions apply) and will
even pick up your vehicle. They will
accept cars, motorcycles, trucks,
boats, motor homes, travel trailers,
utility trailers or aircraft to name a
few.

Donating is simple: Contact the
parish office for a Vehicle Donation
Intake Form and we will even fax it
to VOA for pick-up. Volunteers of
America will handle the rest. It’s that
easy! If you are interested in this
program, you may get additional
information at www.voaor.org or
contact Lorrie (ext. 208) at the Parish
Office.

Stewardship
A Way of Life

The foundation of genuine Stewardship is the gratitude
we have to God for giving us all we are and have. Our pri- )
mary expression of sacramental giving is at the offertory at | : : -" y
Mass. |

Within the context of the Church’s teachings on Steward- : \/ : :
ship, our parish conducts a yearly Stewardship campaign of \/
time, talent and treasure as a way to meet the ministry _ A
needs of the parish and local community. Soon you will '.." {
receive mailings and listen to speakers on the subject and '..."
be asked to consider the word “stewardship” for what it »
really is, since stewardship is a deeply meaningful way of Parish
life. STEWARDSHIP

Living life as a steward isn’t always easy. Being a steward of so much requires
us to think about how we are using all we have been given, to grow in gratitude for
these abundant blessings and to challenge ourselves to stretch beyond what is com-
fortable, to sacrifice. The Gospels tell us that this is the way Jesus lived his life.
When we share our presence, our prayers, our gifts and our service, we continue
Christ’s mission.

Financial Q & A

Question: When there is a second collection who should I make it out to? I no-
tice when I make the check out to World Mission Sunday (for example), St
Thomas deposits it into their checking account.

Answer: You should make the check out to St Thomas Aquinas Church. The
second collection funds are carefully segregated from the regular collection. You
can be sure those funds are sent to the stated cause of the second collection.
There is a separate counting and separate deposit made of second collection
funds. We deposit into our account, and then we issue a single check for the
second collection and send it to Seattle.

Question: If I miss a Sunday or 2 when I’m on vacation or out of town do I need
to write a separate check for each week I am gone and put them in the correctly
dated envelope.

Answer: Certainly if that is easier for you it is perfectly fine to do so, however, it
isn’t necessary. You may simply write one check for the weeks missed and
place it in the most recent dated envelope and we will make certain your giving
record reflects the total. It is actually easier for us if you just issue one check,
but it is certainly okay to issue more than one as well.

Question: What is the difference between Annual Catholic Appeal and Steward-
ship pledge in the fall?

Answer: Annual Catholic Appeal is the major fundraising effort, which occurs
in the spring, and is done by the Archdiocese. The Annual Catholic Appeal is
the effort by which all parishes cooperate in helping obtain pledges that assist in
funding the various programs run by the Archdiocese. The Annual Stewardship
commitment renewal occurs in the fall and is your commitment to the parish
community to donate the monies that are necessary to fund the programs at the
parish level and for the continued operation of the parish.
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Liturgy (Part I])

(New Translation of the Mass continued from page 2)
THE GLORIA

The Gloria has its origin in the hymn of praise sung by the angels at Jesus’ birth when they appeared to the shep-
herds in the field at night. The angels sang, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good
will” (Lk 2:14).

The angels’ hymn was elaborated by early Christians and its present Latin form is first recorded in the 4th Century
though most of it can be traced to the 2nd and 3rd Centuries. As such, this is one of the oldest prayers of the Mass
and by saying it we are uniting ourselves with almost the entire history of Christianity. It is therefore hardly sur-
prising that the new translation should seek to have us return to the rhythm and structure of this ancient prayer as
found in the Latin text.

The words in bold print indicate the parts of the text that are changed in the new translation. The current transla-
tion moved many of the parts around to shorten the hymn. The overall change, therefore, is in the structure and
rhythm of the text, which will enable us to re-connect with the format that has been used by the Church for almost
our entire history.

You may refer to the U.S. Bishops Conference’s web site at the following address for more information on the
New Translation: http://www.usccb.org/romanmissal/

(Current Translation)

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ,

only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:

receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.

(New Translation)

Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you,

we bless you,

we adore you,

we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,

O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God,

Son of the Father,

you take away the sins of the world,

have mercy on us;

you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.


http://www.voaor.org

Parish Life

Agquinas Feast Day Dinner

Save the date—Jan. 28 2012, to cele-
brate with us the Feast Day of our Patron,
St. Thomas Aquinas. We will be serving
our traditional Crab and Prime Rib
Dinner, with plenty of Music, Dancing,
Games, Auction Items, Theme Dinners,
and Great Fellowship. Ticket Prices are
only $29 each, and will go on sale in
early January. Reservations can be made
in advance by calling Bud Brown, 834-
7863 or Tim Bauer, 210-7481. We are
also looking for Auction Items or Theme
Dinner donations from Parish members
or Businesses. All proceeds will go to a
Parish worthy cause as selected by Father
Oakland. If you are new to the Parish,
and have not been to the Crab and Prime
Rib Dinner, it’s the best deal in the North
West, and a Parish Favorite for the last
Decade.
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Apostolic Works Foundation

Your donations help us do more to
support the Knights of Columbus as well
as pro-life activities and our priests.

All donations (cash, securities, or
real property) to the Apostolic Works
Foundation are fully deductible. The
AWEF exists because the Knights of Co-
lumbus is considered a fraternal organi-
zation, and most donations directly to the
Knights are, by law, not tax deductible.

The Apostolic Works Foundation is
a registered 501 (c) 3 under the IR code.
All donations are tax deductible as al-
lowed by law. Our federal tax ID #20-
8199661 and David Casteel is President.

Contact us by e-mail at apostol-
icworksfoundation@comecast.net, or by
mail at 26308 NE 34" St, Camas, WA
98607.

Great Woodcut Turnout

KCs Korner

Our Council is growing! With
the initiation of one new member
later this month we will have add-
ed 9 members to the roster since
July 1. If you are interested in
joining us please email cam-
asknights@comcast.net. Knight
of the Month (August): Michael
Casteel Family of the Month
(August): Jon and Michelle Rus-
sell Knight of the Month
(September): Gary Chesnutis
Family of the Month (September):
Irv and Donis St. Germain.

The Knights of Columbus held
a very successful woodcut at Al
Schmid's on Sat., Oct. 8. We had
16 people working. We ran one
chain saw and three splitters in-
cluding some parishioners who
were not Knights and some who
were from the local community--
super turnout--thanks to all.

Great job everyone. We split
and stacked everything that day.
However, as of the date this article
was written we already have anoth-
er huge tree (3 foot at the base) that
Al picked up. Stay tuned for more
woodcuts and note these are open
to anyone who can help for 2 or 3
hours.

For those who may be new to
the parish, the Knights cut, split
and deliver wood free to families
in the Camas-Washougal area who
cannot afford wood to heat their
homes in the winter. The wood is a
mixture of hard and soft wood. To
help defray our costs we also ac-
cept donations as well as "sell"
some wood if we have sufficient
supply. Questions? Please contact
Al Schmid at 835-5346.

Annual Harvest Dinner

After 40 plus years of Service and
amazing food, the Aquinas Guild has de-
cided to pass on the baton of hosting the
Annual Harvest Dinner. If you see them,
please thank them for all that they have
done for St. Thomas Parish and all that
they continue to do. We know that we
have some big shoes to fill. Thank you
Ladies!!

Coming up is the St. Thomas Aquinas
Annual Harvest Dinner...held in the Parish
Hall of St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic
Church. Save the Date:

Sun., Nov. 13, 12:00-4:00pm.

Please join us for this day of fellow-
ship and feasting. Food will include all
the traditional fixings and some new fa-
vorites including smoked turkey legs and
roasted turkey breasts. This year we will
also include a pie raftle!

Volunteers and Pies needed!

Please contact Kelly Kashas
772-0508 or Shawn MacPherson 834-
6314 for more info.

Dinner will be hosted by the Knights
of Columbus and St. Elizabeth's Aposto-
late of St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic
Church. Prices are to remain the same as
last year.
Adults:
$9/
Seniors
$8.50.
Children
5-12
$5.50/
Children
under 5: free. / Family price (immediate
family in same residence): $30.00

Facebook

Did you know that St. Thomas has its
own Facebook page? Go to https://
www.facebook.com/pages/St-Thomas-
Aquinas-Catholic-

Church/311249994941 and click the 'like'
button. You will receive parish updates,
prayers, information on saints and re-
minders for upcoming events. Suggest the
page to your friends, too. It's a great way
to evangelize in the digital world!

Respect Life

Welcome Baby Seven
Billion!

Sometime late this year...Baby
Seven Billion (will) be born.

... 1s it a milestone on humanity's up-
ward path that we should celebrate, or a
warning sign of impending catastro-
phe?...

As our numbers have climbed so
has our well-being. In 1800, when there
were only 1 billion people, per capita
income was a mere $100. By 1900, as
the population was closing in on 2 bil-
lion, it reached $500. Currently, with 7
billion people, per capita income has
soared to over $5,000. In 2100, when
the population is projected to be be-
tween 7 and 8 billion (and falling), it
will be $30,000 in current dollars.

Driving the so-called “population
explosion” has been a real explosion in
health and longevity. As late as the 19th
century, four out of every 10 children
died before reaching age five. Today
under-five mortality is under 7 percent.
Two hundred years ago, human life
expectancy was under 30 years. Today
it is closer to 70 years.

Population has doubled since 1960,
but world food and resource production
has never been higher. Economies con-
tinue to expand, productivity is up, and
pollution is declining.

In fact, under population, not over-
population, is the biggest threat facing
the world today. Over eighty countries
representing well over half the world's
population will have below replacement
fertility—defined as 2.1 children per
woman...

According to the UN's “low variant
projection”—historically the most accu-
rate—the population of the world will
peak at 8 billion in 2040 or so, and then
begin to decline.

Let us also join together in cele-
brating the birth of Baby Seven Billion.
He or she is a sign of our future, our
hope and our prosperity.

People are our greatest resource.
Extraordinarily gifted people have
helped to enrich civilization and length-
en life spans. But the fact is, everyone,

rich or poor, is a unique creation
with something priceless to offer
to the rest of us.

Baby Seven Billion ...is not a
liability, but an asset. Not a curse,
but a blessing. For all of us.

For the entire article go to
http://pop.org/content/welcome-
baby-seven-billion.

Also see Overpopulation-
isamyth.com.

By Steven W. Mosher, Population
Research Institute

Thanksgiving Dinner

for the Needy

In the past, we the Knights of
Columbus have been serving
Thanksgiving dinners for seniors,
shut-ins and others in need in the
Camas and Washougal area on
Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 24. We
now are planning 500 meals at St.
Thomas and will deliver these din-
ners to homes. (Last year we de-
livered 450 meals.)

If you know anyone that needs
a dinner, you can call Treasure

House, 834-4181 or East County, 835-
7802. We need the number of people in
the household, phone number and address.
Donations will help defer the costs of
the increase and would greatly be appreci-
ated.

S
We .
could
use tur- o
keys that o
are not 5 f@ ‘. S
frozen R
by Tues- e .Qt‘:“y
day
evening hanksgzmng
as we’ll

be cooking them on Wednesday morning.
Pies can be delivered up until 10:00am on
Thursday morning. Drivers are needed to
deliver these meals. Drivers need to arrive
at St. Thomas Church Hall between 11:30-
11:45am.

Monetary donations can be made to
the Camas-Washougal
Thanksgiving Dinner Fund at Riverview
Savings and Loan in Camas or
Washougal.

Thank you, Al Schmid

Snapshots in Time: Our History

On April 30, 1950, the first Solemn Mass was celebrated in the new church on

Oak Street. The pews had not yet arrived.

If you have any pictures of historical note, or even ones that are simply fun, we
would greatly appreciate copies for our archives. They might even find them-
selves in the pages of the Summa.
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RCIA

We, the parish of St. Thomas are especially grateful
to our Lord for the men and women he has entrusted to
our community at this time. Eight inquirers have signed
up and are attending the initial phase of RCIA. This initial
inquiry period is known as the precatechumenate and is a
time that the mystery of Christ is proclaimed. It will last
for 8-10 weeks at which time the unbaptized inquirers
who are ready, will go through the Rite of Acceptance.
Baptized inquirers who are ready will go through the Rite
of Welcoming. We will continue to keep you informed of
the initiation process and progress of those joining the
Church. It is essential that the parish support our inquir-
ers with open arms and hearts as they continue their faith
journey. Your prayers are indispensable for the success of
our program. Please bring them by name to Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament and add them to your Rosary and
prayer intentions. Here are the names of those enrolled in
the precatechumenate:

| RCIA INQUIRERS 2011-12 |
| Susan Correa |
| Jeff Herron |
! Claire Jobin |
| Gena King l
| Janet Schwartz }
| Claire Houlding :
! Josh Miller :
| Alisa Miller :

PLEASE CUT THIS OUT AND PUT IN YOUR
WALLET OR PURSE
REMEMBER THEM IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS
Thanks to each of you who helped in bringing the

class together this year. We are still in need of one male
sponsor. Please consider stepping up and volunteering for
this very important ministry. Contact Drew Swanson, 834
-2126 ex.t 215.
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Feast of Al Saints

The month of November in the Church is dedicated to
our beloved dead, as we pray that they be granted eternal
rest.

All Saints Day is Tue., Nov. 1 and Mass times are 8:30am,
noon and 7:00pm. All Souls Day is Wed., Nov. 2 and Mass
times are 8:30am and 7:00pm.

Mass intention envelopes are available in the church by the
doorways or pews for you to write the names of those you
would like remembered at our Masses during November.

The Mass intentions for the month will be for those listed
on the envelopes, so please be sure to turn yours in by Oct.
31 in the regular collection.

Taize Prayer

Each month on the first available Tuesday, the Circle
of Love will be holding Taize Prayer Services in the Church
from 7:00-8:00pm.

These services were originally begun in Taize, France.
They are a contemplative type of prayer, aimed at focusing
our attention on Christ. Short meditative songs are repeated
to bring our minds into union with our Lord. Christ on the
Cross is our center of attention — with lights dimmed and
candles lighting our view. Silence is an essential part of this
prayer service, with ample time to listen to the Lord speak-
ing to your heart. Besides the songs and silence, there will
be readings from that day's Mass, and an opportunity for
petitions, sharing words from the Lord, and a few simple
prayers. Plan to attend our next Tuesday gathering on Nov.
8 at 7:00pm. These gatherings have come highly recom-
mended by Pope John Paul II.

Praise the Lord!

Fr. Oakland has asked to hear about the answered
prayers from the St. Thomas Aquinas Prayer Chain. We
prayer warriors are using this monthly column to share
some good news. We won’t be giving specific names in
hopes of maintaining confidentiality, unless permission has
been granted.

A young woman had to make several trips to the emer-
gency room because of severe bleeding. We prayed, God
answered, and she left the hospital completely out of dan-
ger.

Fr. Justus asked us to pray for safe travel and he ar-
rived home safely.

Remember if you have a prayer request or PTL call:
Betty Manary, 834-3643 or email,
dandcheacock@gmail.com.

Vie Ross

Children’s Program
Kim Steinke
834-2126, ext. 207
kim@st-thomascamas.org

Archangels Trivia

On Sep. 29, we celebrated the Feast of the Arch-
angels. Did you know that we know the names of 7
of them? For fun, a prize will be given to the chil-
dren who can tell me the names of all 7 and some-
thing about each one. The ending date is Nov. 2.

NANNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN

To celebrate “All Hallow’s Eve”, “Trunk n Treat” is being planned for Mon., Oct. 31, 5:00-7:00pm
in the parish hall & north parking lot. Here are the details:

1) Children (& adults) should dress as a saint

2) Families should bring a pot of chili to share. Corn bread is most welcome too!

3) Vehicle “trunks” should be parked in the north parking lot. Saint decorated trunks
are encouraged. NO scary stuff allowed! Please contact me if you need advisement!
(Trunk n Treating will take place around 6:00pm.)
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All Saint’s Day, Nov. 1, Holy Day of Obligation: Mass at 8:30am, Noon & 7:00pm
All Soul’s Day, Nov. 2, Mass at 8:30am & 7:00pm (NO Faith Formation Classes)

Children & Stewardship

The following questions were recently asked:
Why do we not provide children’s offertory envelopes? Could children come forward and present their own gifts in a
collection basket during the offertory as this would teach children about stewardship?

Here’s our answer:

Children offertory envelopes are available and some parishes do use them. We at St. Thomas have elected not to pro-
vide children with envelopes for various reasons, mainly because of the cost involved in providing every child with
envelopes and the amount of time it would take to account for their tithing amounts, albeit, we are truly appreciative
of all donations that we receive.

The amount of our “treasure” we give to our parish, our diocese, our missions, our Pope, is personal and private, be-
tween ourselves and God but at the same time, God’s work cannot continue on this Earth without our “treasure”. Eve-
rything we have we have first received as a gift from God, and we are invited, as proper stewards, to give some of it
back to Him to build the Kingdom here on earth. Every Sunday at Mass, an offertory collection is taken up, and
brought forth with the gifts of bread and wine. These symbolize our much greater gift—that of our entire lives. This
is done simply yet solemnly, as the focus of Mass is indeed our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and His gift to us.

Here are a few suggestions to help parents/guardians teach children about stewardship:
When parents/guardians prepare the family envelope each week, children can place their tithing in the family envelope
as well and then children can take turns placing the family envelope in the basket during offertory each week.

At home, parents/guardians can have “stewardship jars” available where children can place a portion of their allow-
ance or any monies they receive to save for a particular gift such as various missions, St. Vincent DePaul, Christmas or
Easter Mass, etc.

We also have a very active St. Vincent DePaul Society who depend on donations of food and other items to help needy
families in our area. They have a donation barrel in the back of church and children can bring a food item or other
item with them on Sunday and place it in the barrel each week. This is a very tangible way to teach children about
helping feed the hungry. Another good idea is to spend some time as a family serving the poor and needy in some
tangible way in our community.

Always remember, parents/guardians are the first teachers of the faith for their children!




Classes for Adult Confirmation

to begin Sun., Dec. 4

There are many reasons why
some Catholics have missed re-
ceiving the Sacrament of Confir-
mation and therefore miss out on
the grace that this Sacrament
brings to the soul. In the Sacra-
ment of Confirmation, God offers
the fullness of the Holy Spirit to
guide and direct His followers in
living out their lives in Christ.

Catholic author, Peter Kreeft,
sums it up well, “The Sacrament
of Confirmation’s need and
purpose is to make the same
difference to the individual
Catholic that the descent of the
Holy Spirit at Pentecost made to
the Church. The effect of the
Sacrament of Confirmation is
the special outpouring of the
Holy Spirit as once granted to
the Apostles at the day of Pente-
cost.” We need to have the Holy
Spirit in our lives if we truly wish
to live our faith seriously.

(AL
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The Sacrament of Confirmation
completes a Catholic’s initiation
(Baptism and Eucharist being the
first two parts). Just as the
Church was not truly constituted
until Pentecost, and it was that
same Spirit that led and guided
them in their work of evangeliza-
tion, so too this Sacrament com-
pletes our Baptism and enables
us to be true witnesses of Christ,
led by the Spirit.

It is so vital that the Church asks
that those who are preparing to
enter into marriage be confirmed,
fully initiated Catholics. That
grace of the Spirit will better
enable them to love one another
as Christ loved the Church. The
same is expected of Godparents
and Sponsors, for one cannot
witness to others what one is not
willing to faithfully adhere to
themselves.

Adult Confirmation class will
begin on Sun., Dec. 4 in the
Fireside Room, 3:15- 4:30pm.
We will continue to meet on Sun-
days until Feb. 5 (approximate
end date, we may need to add 1-2
sessions depending on our pro-
gress)

If you have not yet received this
indispensable sacrament consider
setting time aside to attend. It is
never too late! More information
and the schedule of topics will be
available soon, watch for Confir-
mation brochures that will be
posted at church entrances. If you
have any questions or would like
to assist as a sponsor please call
Drew at the parish office, 834-
2126 ext. 215.

YOUTH GROUP

Drew Swanson
834-2126 ext. 215

Junior High
Youth Group

Wednesday Evenings
6:00-7:15pm
Grades 7-8
Join us for a great time.
Snacks, games, and friends
along with a chance to learn
more about the God who
loves us and the Church he
founded upon Peter, the rock.

High School Youth

Group
Sunday Afternoon
1:30-3:00pm
Fireside
Grades 9-12
Gather with us as we share
our faith and come to know
our Lord in a deep and
meaningful way. We’ll have
plenty of snacks and time to
socialize too.

Confirmation
Sunday Afternoon
1:30-3:00pm
Fireside
Juniors and those age 16
before May 2012
Prepare to receive this essen-
tial sacrament and the gift of
the Holy Spirit.

DEAD THEOLOGIAN
SOCIETY
RESURRECTED!

In a surprise development
the community of St. Thom-
as was pleased to discover
that DTS has come back to
life. The new youth minis-
ter, Drew Swanson, had de-
termined earlier that DTS
had succumbed to the ele-
ments and had gone peace-
fully yet sadly into the dark
sleep of death.

The miracle occurred on
Wed., Oct. 12 when 8 coura-
geous St. Thomas high
school students ventured
forth into the hallowed pre-
cincts of the youth room and
held the first DTS meeting.
In words that echoed from
the Gospel when Jesus raised
the little girl from the dead
and said she should be given
something to eat (Mk 5:43)
the faithful teens politely yet
forcefully said give us some-
thing to eat. Food was given
and DTS is alive.

Please join us on Wednesday
evenings from 7:30-9:00pm
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for food, fun, friends, and
prayer We will discuss the
inspiring lives and works of
the saints of yesterday as
they teach us about Christ
today. All high school stu-
dents are welcomed. A spe-
cial invitation extended to
those upper classmen who
are already confirmed but
interested in staying close to
the Church and having
friends to share their faith
with.



A Letter from the ‘recycled ” Business Manager

i There are always impacts financially, but more importantly emotionally, any time a parish experiences
changes and our parish had many of them this past year. We said good-bye to Jim Potter who had faithfully :
 served our parish, ‘tending the pennies’, for almost a decade. As many of you know, I had the privilege of
 serving this parish between 1987-2003 prior to Jim. I personally owe him a debt of gratitude, as I never
 expected to be recycled back into this position. I recall when I left in 2003, saying to Jim that I knew the
parish was in good hands. This proved to be true when I was invited back last July. Jim did a tremendous
job and I am delighted to be back again! I thank each and every one of you that has taken the time to wel-
come me back. It truly has warmed my heart.

We also watched our faithful and loyal custodian of decades retire. Mike Donnelly has been such a de-
i voted employee to St. Thomas Aquinas and we were served well by his loyalty for a good many years. We
Lare in his debt and wish him the very best.

¢ We welcomed a new treasure into our parish office. Terese Dayton, who has made the lovely music for
éour liturgies for 35 (?) years, also has the gift of tremendous organization. She has been a pearl to our staff,
taking on all kinds of administrative duties including everything from stewardship to managing Holy :
Cross Cemetery. Not only is she gifted she is just plain fun!

. Watching our Priest Administrator take leave for his home in Ghana was difficult for all. The outpour-
ing that came prior to his departure was a clear signal of the impact that he had on this parish community.
We said good-bye to Thaddeus Tsohantaridis and welcomed Drew Swanson, a familiar smiling face, to
take on the duties of youth ministry. :
. The most recent change is the excitement of our new leadership, Fr. Oakland. His infectious enthusiasm
for his faith has created such a positive impact already, I can only imagine what is to come. :
: I can only say that the staff at St. Thomas is remarkable. With all the comings and goings, those that
 have remained are treasures as well and I think I can speak for all of them when I say it is truly an honor to
serve our parish community. s
i Of course, all of these staffing changes do have an impact on our parish financially. As we move

through these adjustments, we ask that you continue to pray for the financial health of our community so
that we might better do the works of God.

Peace,

gLorrie Conway

Our Finance Council meets on the third Tuesday of every month at 7:00pm. The
meetings are open to all parishioners.

A full standard financial statement is
available to any parishioner requesting
it. If you would like a copy of the finan-
Please use your donation envelopes regularly to take advantage of receiving a char- |[|| cial statement or if you have questions
itable donation receipt. If you would prefer the ease of donation by credit card or
EFT, you may visit our website at www.st-thomascamas.org.

regarding this report, please feel free to
contact the parish office at 834-2126
ext. 208.
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Financial Summary

As we begin to look forward to our annual
stewardship drive, it is our responsibility to
provide our parishioners with information
regarding the financial position of St.
Thomas Aquinas.

Our financial year begins on July 1 and con-
cludes on June 30, therefore the infor-
mation contained in this report is for the
most current completed fiscal year July 1,
2010 through June 30, 2011.

St. Thomas Aquinas continues to be blessed
by the generosity of faithful parishioners
that have graciously supported the many
programs we offer including our Faith For-
mation programs, outreach programs such
as St. Vincent de Paul and foreign missions,
as well as the countless affiliated groups that
work together with our leadership in
spreading God’s good works.

This past year continued to be a challenge as
our total income fell short of our anticipat-
ed budgeted income. Although the de-
crease was less than the previous year, our
regular Sunday offertory continued to de-
crease by 5.25%. The response to these

decreases was to trim expenses in order to

4.1%, which was enough to allow us to
operate at a surplus for the fiscal year.

In addition, we were able to honor our
commitments to charitable organizations by
contributing $113,505 to others, (including
special collections) which exceeded our dona-
tions restricted for this purpose.

We completed a major project that has
been ‘in the works’ for almost a decade-The
Holy Cross Cemetery fence project. The
cost of the project was completely covered
by prudent savings over the past years.
Already 2011-2012 is a time of new begin-
nings. We know that our faithful Fr. Gil-
lette has arrived safely back in Ghana and
we are grateful for his service to our parish,
while we welcome our new leadership, Fr.
Oakland.

As we continue to adjust to changes in our
parish family and our parish finances, we
move forward in humble service to our
Lord with confidence that He will guide us
and give us the courage and direction to do
His will.

I al Rep ¢

From 7/1/10 to 6/30/11:

Church Revenue totaled
$732,1985.5% came from
Sunday Collections, 6.25%
from rental income, 3.25%
from interest income on sav
ings, and 5% from other
sources.

General Fund Sunday Col-
lections totaled
$563,02This is a 5.25%
decrease from last year.

General Fund Church Ex-
penditures totaled $637,23%
(down $67,088 from the pre}
vious yearyvhich resulted in
a net operating gain of
$30,123

Parishioners also donated
$19,235 to Archdiocesan
sponsored second collec-
tionsthroughout the year.

There were:
31Baptisms
44First Communions
21Confirmations
3 Marriages

8 Funerals

operate on a balanced budget. We were For a detailed financial statement or more in-

formation , please contact Lorrie at ext. 208. And ove285 childrefrom pré

through grade 12 participated in
Religious Education Programs.

W ish t tefull
wor ks ar e | i~WMokesTerckah a t f %Eekﬁ\{)vﬁladggrﬁl%ﬁtgﬂ
hundreds of volunteers t

year. We have several Archdiocesan sponsored second collections, but in addition to served the pa_rlsh In one
those collections, we also respond as a parish making charitable donations in addition our many ministries.
to these second collections from our parish contributions throughout the year. During | |t ig through the helping

able to decrease our total expenses by

CHARITABLE RESPONSE HIGHLIGHTS

0Good

St Thomas Aquinas Parish responded generously to many charitable causes this past

the 2010-11 fiscal year the parishioner total donations to charities from Archdiocesan hands of all the voluntedrs

second collections totaled $19,235. In addition to these second collections, parishioner of our parish community
contributions to parish selected missions totaled $29,986. As a parish we contributed
$39,175 to St. Vincent DePaul, of which $24,935 was contributed by parishioners as
restricted for Human Relations. (continued on page §)

and our dedicated staff
we are able to continue
Godods wor k.
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Details -Charitable Response highlights
(continued from page 7)

St. Thomas Aquinas Statement of Financial Position 6/30/2011

ASSETS

Build Hope Campaign for Human Develop-

ment $998
Black & Indian Missions Collection $1,934
Peters Pence Collection $2,734
Rice Bowl Collections $2,955
Mission Sunday Collection $3,412
Catholic Community Services $3,546
Bishops Overseas Relief Collection $4,654
Foreign Missions Ghana $29,986
St. Vincent DePaul $39,175
Other $24,112
Total Charitable Response Highlights $113,505

Cash
Checking Accounts & Petty Cash
Total Cash

Savings
General Savings

Capital Improvement Savings

Education Endowment
Holy Cross Cemetery Endowment &
Svgs

Total Savings
Receivables
Other Receivables

Total Receivables

Fixed Assets

What is the Statement of Financial Position?

The Statement of Financial Position, sometimes called the Balance
Sheet, reflects the overall financial position of our church at any
given moment in time. It is the report that shows the accumulated
results of all the individual years of our church’s operations put to-
gether. This Statement of Financial Position (right) is our financial
health on June 30, 2011.

The report has three major categories: Assets, Liabilities and Fund
Balances.

Assets are what our church has, what is owed to us and what we
have invested. Included in our assets are our bank accounts includ-
ing our investment and savings accounts with the Archdiocese, all of
our buildings, equipment, improvements to our facilities listed at
cost and then reduced by the amount of depreciation each year.
Liabilities are what our church owes to others. Our liabilities gen-
erally consist of normal monthly operating expenses, payroll liabili-
ties, restricted & conditional contributions, as well as funds that we
hold for all of our affiliated organizations.

The Fund Balances or net asset of our church are equivalent to the
net worth of our organization.

Did you know?
The Archdiocese of Seattle has a banking system called the Parochial
Revolving Fund. This banking system allows us to invest our savings in
accounts carning 4.25% interest. At the same time, other parishes in
the Archdiocese are able to borrow from that fund for improvements
and building projects, while paying a modest commercial lending rate
of 6.25% The two point spread keeps the system solvent. Where else
can you get 4.25% on your savings account while helping out your
neighbors?

Buildings

Capital Equipment

Capital Repairs/Renovations
Accumulated Depreciation
Net Fixed Assets

TOTAL ASSETS

LIABILITIES

Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable

Payroll Expenses Payable
Parish Custodial Accounts
Total Current Liabilities

Restricted Funds

Improvements Fund
Youth Funds

Restricted Donations
Total Restricted Funds

TOTAL LIABILITIES

FUND BALANCES

General Funds

Affiliated Groups Funds
Capital Improvement Fund
Education Endowment Fund
Cemetery Funds

Total Fund Balances

TOTAL LIABILITIES & FUNDS

41,082

41,082

285,484
483,150
303,180

53,923

1,125,737

1,698

1,698

1,591,150
106,739
820,229

(530,929)

1,987,189

3,155,706

7,684
33,267
17,778

58,729

9,916
8,670
42,053

St. Thomas Aquinas Statement of Operations 7/1/2010-6/30-2011
General Fund Restricted Funds Total

SOURCES OF INCOME

General Fund Sunday Offertory $563,020.11 $563,020.11
Contributions Restricted for

Human Relations $0.00 $54,921.44 $54,921.44
Contributions Restricted for

Improvements $0.00 $9,916.00 $9,916.00
Interest Income $23,663.98 $23,663.98
Facility Rental Income $44,750.00 $44,750.00
Annual Catholic Appeal Rebate $3,477.08 $3,477.08
Other Donations $19,723.36 $19,723.36
Other Income $10,763.13 $10,763.13
Cemetery Income $1,959.90 $1,959.90
TOTAL FUNDS RECEIVED $667,357.56 $64,837.44 $732,195.00
USES OF FUNDS

Staffing (Salaries, Benefits,

Taxes, Pension) $303,364.70 $303,364.70
Depreciation turns into Capital

Expenditures $35,556.00 $35,556.00
Donations to Others/St Vincent

de Paul $24,111.55 $24,935.32 $49,046.87
Additional Funds from General

Fund for Donations to Others $0.00 $44,225.80 $44,225.80
Pastoral/Outreach $6,423.14 $6,423.14
Facilities Expense $85,661.55 $85,661.55
Liturgy & Music $8,686.72 $8,686.72
Catholic School Tuition
Assistance $61,076.00 $61,076.00
Faith Formation (Elementary &

Youth) $10,705.31 $10,705.31
Archdiocese Assessments $47,898.51 $47,898.51
Parish Life $20,341.50 $20,341.50
Administration $9,010.60 $9,010.60
Clergy Expenses $22,865.33 $22,865.33
Holy Cross Cemetery $1,534.10 $1,534.10
TOTAL FUNDS USED $637,235.01 $69,161.12 $706,396.13
Net Increase in funds

available $30,122.55 -$4,323.68 $25,798.87

60,639

119,368

2,173,548
2,770
483,150
303,180
73,690

3,036,338

3,155,706

|| What is the Statement of Operations?

The Statement of Operations, indicates how contributions and revenue are transformed into a net increase (or decrease) in funds.
The purpose of this statement is to illustrate St. Thomas Aquinas’ ability to operate within its income means and set aside funds for
the future financial health of our church.

The Source of Income section indicates how much income was received from the listed categories for the operating period. In this
case, the operating period is our financial or fiscal year, which begins on 1 July and ends on 30 June. The report indicates that we
received a total of $563,020.11 from July 1, 2010-June 30,2010 for General Fund Sunday Offertory, for example.

The Uses of Funds section indicates how much was spend in each of the listed categories. If you would like more detail on what is
included in each of these categories, feel free to contact the parish office ext. 208.

The Net Increase in Funds indicates how much more revenue we had than what was spent for the year. This surplus is set aside for the
future capital needs of our parish. The savings accounts listed on the Statement of Financial Position have been funded by these sur-
pluses over the years in addition to special bequests. 9




